









by W. Eugene Smith 



My Daughter Juanita 

A perceptive photographer displays the many moods of his 8-year-old 



Most fathers take pictures of their children out of fondness 
and their snapshots reveal more love than art. 

Juanita Smith's father takes pictures of his daughter 

not just because he is fond of her but because 

she is a delightful photographic subject. And because 

her father is Gene Smith, photographer of such distinguished 

picture essays as “Spanish Village" and “Nurse Midwife" 

(Life, April 9, 1951 and Dec. 3, 1951), his pictures 

of Juanita (see cover ) make an extraordinarily perceptive album. 

“I took my first picture of Juanita," writes Smith, 

“when she was 2—walking through the woods with her brother. 
Now she is 8, a child of easy intensity. Here she is sad-faced 
but in a moment the mood will quickly dance away." 
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Rude Intruder 


“Juanita gave a party for Trunky, a faceless elephant, 
one of her earliest, dirtiest and favorite friends. 
Chattering on in a conversation that was one-voiced 
but many-sided, Juanita played alone with her guests— 
alive by the magic of her wishing. 

Cake and Coke and jelly beans were offered to each guest 

but each declined, urging Juanita to have some, 

just for herself. Suddenly a streak of male, 

her older brother, lost in the frustration 

of having three sisters, swept her guests into chaos 

and kidnaped Bong-Bong the monkey. 

Juanita screamed, rushed to rescue her friend 

and did. But the magic was broken, 

the charm dispelled by the human intruder. 

Defiant, defeated, she fled into the house.” 
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Art and Gus-Gus 
and the Dance 

“Whether doing a bit of decorating 
to a wall in need of repair, or in letting 
Gus-Gus the mouse run around on her head, 
the impish Juanita delights in giving 
a comic touch to her play. 

Dancing though is more serious fun. 

Whether it is rumba or symphonic ballet, 

she will add Juanita to it, 

conjuring her dance from an intuitive skill.” 
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Shopping Lists 
and Silly Hats 


“Juanita brings good marks 
from school and easily adapts 
to most new situations. 

In games she is an intense competitor, 
yet she can happily fill her hours 
without companions. 

When she suffers pain or illness, 

she fights it quietly 

with a tight little courage. 

If not precisely diligent in helping 
with the house, she is conscientious 
when entrusted with responsibility, 
like filling a shopping list 
or feeding Shana, her younger sister. 
In any task she tries to add 
a twist of fun—shaping “silly hats" 
while shampooing her hair. 

Juanita at 8, high-strung 

and exuberantly growing, is rich in 

the delight of unceasing discovery." 
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